George Winston Marketing Techniques
Based on our past experience solo piano concerts that are most successful require both the artist and the venue to work together to market the show to their respective fan base, media contacts, etc.

The following are guidelines to help promote your George Winston concert. Please adapt and adjust these ideas to your particular market. 

Social Networking

GeorgeWinston.com – http://www.georgewinston.com 

We will post the show on George’s official website. 

Facebook – http://www.facebook.com/georgewinstonpiano 

George has an active Facebook fan page as well as a personal page. Please“Like” the George Winston Facebook page and send our office a link to your Facebook invitation for the event. George will also “Like” your venue page (if applicable) as well as create an event on his page so that your show will be included in his Facebook calendar as well.
Feel free to share George Winston videos from his YouTube page, approved artist photos or press quotes to help generate excitement and awareness for the show. 

Twitter – http://twitter.com/gwinstonpiano 

If you are on Twitter, please follow George Winston and include us in relevant tweets so we can follow you, re-tweet, etc.
YouTube - www.youtube.com/GeorgeWinstonPiano 
Any videos on this site may be shared or used in your promotional campaigns. 
Advertising
Publicist:

  We work with an independent publicist to help support George’s concerts and want to make sure we do not double up your own show promotion efforts. If you have a media list, please email it directly to Michelle Roche of Michelle Roche Media Relations (http://www.michelleroche.com/). She can be reached at michelle@michelleroche.com or via phone at 706-353-3244. 

a. Radio

George Winston’s music is not usually played on mainstream radio stations, instead it is heard mainly on college stations and local NPR affiliates.  Each time George has a new record out, it is advertised on NPR and we always get a response from this audience. 

We highly recommend contacting local college and NPR stations in advance of the show to set up any or all of the following:

· Ticket give-aways

· CD give-aways

· CD donations to local NPR pledge drives

· Request George Winston interviews 

· PSAs (to publicize food drive at the show)
At each show our office contacts a local non-profit food bank to do a food drive at the show as well as receive ALL of the proceeds from George’s merchandising sales. Traditionally food banks receive about a $500- $800 donation and collect up to 100 pounds or more of food. In general, radio and print media are happy to help get the word out in support of their local food bank, especially through Public Service Announcements. 
b. Print

George Winston is generally available for advance phone interviews with print media outlets. Our office will schedule directly with media outlets as well as send them any publicity materials they need. Getting George’s show listed in all entertainment calendars should be a priority. We have a sample press release that can be adapted for your show and it should be sent to all print outlets at least four to six weeks before the show date. Possible print story angles for George Winston include:
· George’s new latest GULF COAST BLUES & IMPRESSIONS 2 – A LOUISIANA WETLANDS BENEFIT is Winston’s third benefit album. All of the artist proceeds will be donated to groups working to clean up damage after the oil spill. 
· Seven of George’s albums have gone Multi-Platinum, Platinum, and Gold, and he won a Grammy for his FOREST album in 1994.
· George founded Dancing Cat Records in 1983 – the foremost record label recording the masters of the Hawaiian Slack Key Guitar tradition. George is also a solo guitarist and plays solo guitar benefit concerts (as well as solo harmonica benefit concerts and solo piano benefit dances [the latter featuring New Orleans R&B and slow dance songs]) Each of George Winston’s concerts features a food drive for local non-profit. George wants to give back to the communities to that support his shows.

c. Television

George’s schedule often does not permit him to do in-person television interviews before a show, but please contact our office with any requests and we will try to accommodate. If George has an extra day off between shows we have an easier time accommodating the request.

Usually George’s best success with TV comes when a station will donate some airtime for :30 spots promoting the show (especially with the mention of the food bank) or run a clip of George to help promote the show. Our office can provide the :30 spot via a hard copy BETA tape or email over a .WAV or .MOV file, we recommend calling local stations to gauge interest.
d. Grassroots

We highly recommend utilizing the show posters available through our office to promote the show. These posters can be easily customized with your show information and then posted in local libraries, coffee shops, around college campuses, at local yoga centers, health food supermarkets, etc. They can also be sent to local piano instructors (who often like to inform their students), music schools and other relevant organizations. In addition, small hand bills can also be printed and distributed locally. WE NEED TO APRROVE ANY OTHER POSTERS YOU MAY WANT TO USE.

In addition, Dancing Cat Productions always sends out an email one month prior to the concert announcing the show to his fans that have email in each show area.

Dancing Cat is happy to help you promote George’s show to ensure a successful concert. Please contact us ASAP to coordinate media efforts.

Available George Winston Marketing Materials
Posters/Flyers

Dancing Cat can provide (free of charge) promoters with 11x17 four color show posters to be used to promote the George Winston concert. 

We can also give you samples of 8 ½ x 11 one and half page flyers (created in Microsoft Word) that can be copied and distributed to promote the show.

George Winston Press Kits

Our press kits include all of the following (we can also provide masters if you would like to reprint materials on your own for larger press mailings).

· Press photos – B&W George Winston publicity photo
· High Res JPEG (color and B&W)
· Ad Mat – includes George Winston piano logo, George Winston calligraphy & sample ad

· Biography

· Discography

· Recent press releases

· Sample press release that can be adapted to your show
· George Winston description and quote page
· George Winston CDs - We also usually include at least 5 different George Winston CDs – Please let us know if you have occasion to use more CDs and we will try to accommodate all requests (for example for radio give-away, raffles, etc.).

PLEASE DO NOT USE ANY OTHER PRINTED MATERIALS OR DESCRIPTIONS WITHOUT OUR APPROVAL

George Winston 30 Second TV Spot & George Winston Seasons In Concert VHS

We have a generic 30 second George Winston TV spot on beta tape as well as MP4 and Wave files that are available via email. The tape includes footage of George playing piano as well as some scenic photography. The tape can be voiced over to include show information. 

We also have a 90 minute George Winston DVD entitled Seasons In Concert which was created as a PBS special and is now sold to the public. This DVD could be used for TV spots or other TV publicity.

George Winston Radio Spot

We have a basic George Winston radio spot script that includes sample text and song samples. We can provide you with the script and CDs that can be easily localized and produced.

Interviews
George Winston is available to do phone interviews and Dancing Cat Productions is will promptly coordinate between local media and George to make requests happen. 
Local Food Bank Participation
George Winston works with a local food bank to do a canned food drive at almost every concert he does. These food banks are non-profits so they can benefit from media opportunities that venues sometimes cannot utilize. For example, Public Service Announcements can be run announcing the food drive and the concert free of charge on most public radio stations (please see Dancing Cat for PSA examples).

Electronic Press Materials

All George Winston press materials are available electronically. We can email jpegs, tiffs or PDFs of all George Winston photos, album covers, graphics, and press materials.  They are also available at http://www.georgewinston.com.
Please contact Larry Rust at Dancing Cat for all media and marketing requests. Larryr@dancingcat.com or 303-242-6339.


